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larger body corporate. Then the principle
of representation was constantly delocaliz-
ing the town, and bringing into the arena
subjects which reminded men of their rela-
tionship to the state and the crown. Men.
who had grown up under the discussion
of questions which involved great historic
processes were not likely, when the occa-
sion came, to hold back from writing or
speaking on great national themes, merely
because they were not publicists by pro-
fession.

The military system, which formed so im-
portant a part of the New Englander's edu-
cation, added to the picturesqueness of his
life and to the notion of solidarity.    The
experience with Indian and Frenchman, as
has often been shown, Lad made the unos-
tentatious farmer-soldiers of New England
a formidable and resolute body when the
day of the Revolution came.    Before that
day the train-bands of the towns were the
color and music of the otherwise monoto-
nous life.   Four times a year came muster
with^its drill, its competitive shooting, its
feasting, its sports, and its exercise of self-
government in the election of officers.   This